Polyamines are sufficient to drive the transport of the precursor of ornithine carbamoyltransferase into rat liver mitochondria: possible effect on mitochondrial membranes.
The polyamines spermidine, spermine and putrescine, by themselves, at physiological concentrations, induce the transport of the precursor of ornithine carbamoyltransferase into isolated rat liver mitochondria. The presence of polyamines in the transport medium results in the approach of both mitochondrial membranes, suggesting a possible role of these molecules in the transport of the precursor of ornithine carbamoyltransferase into mitochondria, by the formation and/or stabilization of mitochondrial structures involved in the transport system.